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HOUSE BILL 1652

State of Washington 61lst Legislature 2009 Regular Session

By Representatives Rolfes, Morris, Eddy, Takko, Ericksen, Nelson, Van
De Wege, Quall, Kessler, Haigh, and Moeller

Read first time 01/27/09. Referred to Committee on Transportation.

AN ACT Relating to eliminating a requirement that certain ferry
vessels be constructed within the boundaries of the state of
Washington; amending RCW 47.56.780; and declaring an emergency.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHINGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW 47.56.780 and 2008 c 4 s 2 are each amended to read as
follows:

(1) The legislature finds that Washington state has a strong
shipbuilding industry, which can be competitive with the best shipyards
across the nation. The federal government is poised to deliver a
sizable transportation investment package to the states in the form of
economic stimulus funds. In order to best position Washington®s
shipbuilding industry to receive some of those stimulus dollars to
build ferry vessels, it is necessary to allow Washington®s shipbuilding
industry to compete with other shipyards across the nation for the
construction of these vessels.

(2) The department shall construct one or more new ferry vessels

((for service on routes that require a vessel that carries)) that carry
no more than one hundred motor vehicles. ((The department shall
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NEW SECTION.

Sec.

2.

This act is necessary for the

immediate

preservation of the public peace, health, or safety, or support of the
state government and its existing public institutions, and takes effect

immediately.
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